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RNLI release 2006 rescue statistics showing power pleasure craft the most common call-out

Search and rescue statistics issued today (Wednesday, 21 February 2007) show that RNLI lifeboats in Ireland launched 907 times and rescued 990 people last year, an average of 19 people a week.

The most common type of call was to powered pleasure craft, which at 237 launches represented over a quarter of all call outs followed by 173 responses to fishing vessels in need of assistance.   

Of the 43 RNLI lifeboat stations in Ireland, Bangor in Northern Ireland was the busiest overall with 53 launches and 70 people rescued, while Dun Laoghaire was the busiest in the south  launching 47 times  and rescuing 43 people.

The two inland stations for the RNLI at Lough Derg in Tipperary and Enniskillen also had a busy year with 57 launches and 102 people rescued.

Commenting on the figures RNLI Divisional Inspector for Ireland Colin Williams says:

‘It was another busy year for our volunteer lifeboat crews. With the continued improvements in technology and a strong emphasis on training of our volunteers, lifeboats are reaching casualties faster.’

By looking at the number and types of rescues that the RNLI’s crews take part in, we can plan ahead and meet the changing demands of sea users with the correct spread and type of lifeboat cover around our coast and at our two inland stations.

Colin Williams concluded:

‘As a charity the RNLI only exists through the generosity of our volunteers. From the men and women who give up their time to train and be available to serve on our lifeboats to the station management and our fundraising volunteers. They all have a vital role to play.’

ENDS

Notes to editors

1. The RNLI is a registered charity that saves lives at sea.

2. The RNLI has 55 lifeboats at its 43 stations in Ireland ranging from 5m to 17m in length.

3. The RNLI relies on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income

For more information contact RNLI Media Relations Manager for Ireland, Niamh Stephenson, on 01 8951814, 
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The RNLI is a registered charity, which saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 100 nautical miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





RNLI Beach Lifeguards operate in the south and south west of England.





The RNLI further saves lives through sea and beach education.





There are 43 lifeboat stations around the island of Ireland.





The RNLI depends on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.
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To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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